
Ratoath Senior Men’s and Ladies Football Teams 

We were delighted to welcome some members of the Men’s and Ladies’ football teams to the 
school following their amazing championship wins. The men’s club captain Conor McGill, St. Paul’s 
past pupil Ben Wyer and Shane Duffy (father of Adam and Evan) brought in the Keegan Cup. 
Katie Newe and Saoirse O’Kane from the Ratoath GAA brought the Brendan Martin cup in to 
show us all. Both teams are a huge inspiration to our community and huge congratulations to 
them again on their monumental achievements. 

Other News 

Our cash for clobber collection earned €476.60 for the school and €47.66 to Laura Lynn. 

€698.56 was collected for the Children’s Health Foundation at Hallowe’en. 
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Christmas Shows 

To help celebrate the spirit of Christmas in school we had lots of lovely Christmas shows. Thank you to 
all the staff who put in so much work to bring the Christmas cheer back.  It was made all the more 
special as for some of our younger classes as it was their first time performing in front of their par-

ents. Thank you to the parents for all your  efforts in providing costumes and practicing lines!  

I always say how lucky I am to have a job like mine, particularly at this time of year.  The carols,  the 
plays, the art work and the excitement  all bring a smile to my face every day.  The staff works so hard 
to give the children wonderful opportunities and great memories.  It was particularly special this year to 
be able to welcome parents, and grand parents, back into the school  to share in the magic of Christmas.   

I am always very proud of the children in St. Paul’s and never more so than when we all headed down to 
the Church last Friday for our own Carol service.  600 people making their way through Ratoath is a 
sight to behold!  Thank you to all the children and the staff who created such a special occasion for us 
all to enjoy together.    

I hope you all enjoy a lovely Christmas and I wish you all the best for the New Year.   Morag McGowan 

Ms McGeough’s Senior Infants 

Ms Brennan’s Senior Infants 



 
St. Paul’s Handball Competitions 

The boys and girls in 5th and 6th Classes were competing in handball 
competitions recently. It was a fantastic tournament with some 
brilliant matches and the boys and girls had great fun participating.  

Well done to everybody who took part and thanks to all the      
teachers involved in the running of the   competition. There will be a 
number of teams going on to represent the school in the IOHA   
primary schools’ competitions early next year.  

 

Boys’ GAA Team  

Well done to our boys’ GAA 
team this year, who made   
remarkable strides through-
out all of their games and 
showed great grit and        
determination in a difficult 
and competitive group. You 
should all be very proud of 
yourselves.  

Athletics   

We had 24 athletes representing the school at a cross country event in Fairyhouse Racecourse. All of 
the athletes ran exceptionally well! Our boys and girls U11 teams won their team event, while the girls 
U13 team were second and the boys U13 team placed third. Well done to all involved!  

Other news 

Our cash for clobber collection earned €476.60 for the school and €47.66 to Laura Lynn. 

€698.56 was collected for Children’s Health Foundation at Hallowe’en. 

 

 

 

Ms Cosgrove’s 2nd Class 

Ms Bates’/Ms Sheridan’s 3rd class 

Mrs Odisho’s Class 



 Christmas in St. Paul’s 

Christmas Fair 

After a two year break we were delighted to welcome you back into the 
school to enjoy our Christmas Fair again. Thank you to our amazing Parents’ 
Association, volunteers and staff who put in a tremendous amount of work 
to help bring this to life again!! The stalls were bursting with lots of lovely 
things to buy including books, plants, cakes and a white elephant stall. The 
children enjoyed the face painting and visits to Santa’s grotto. Thank you 
to our many sponsors and parents who donated prizes to our Christmas   
raffle and congratulations to all the winners. All the money raised will be 
put back into school.  

Santa Dash 

Our ‘Santa Dash’ on the 9th December had to be re-arranged because of 
the weather.  Fortunately, we were able to go ahead last Tuesday and it 
was a perfect day for the run with lots of energy and excitement on show!  Thank you to our    
Active Committee for their help. 

Christmas Panto 

We arranged for the children to see the Helix Panto ‘Hansel & 
Gretel’ in school. The    children wore their pyjamas and were giv-
en a treat!  It was a lovely way to spend a wet and windy Monday! 

SVDP Christmas Hampers 

For a number of years now we have supported SVDP and this year 
is no different. Thank you for sending in your hamper item and for 
all the extra goodies which allowed us to make up and present 45 
festive hampers to SVDP for distribution to families in the area. The SVDP volunteers would also 
like to thank St. Paul’s staff who made up the hampers so beautifully . 

Santa Visit 

We are very grateful to Santa for taking time out of his very busy schedule to visit the school. 
Santa was very impressed by all the lovely children in St. Paul’s and, needless to say, they are   all 
on his nice list! 

Children’s Raffle 

Thank you to REA Grimes and Melt for sponsoring our free children’s raffle. 

Ms Farrelly’s Senior Infants 

  

First Division 1 title for St. Paul’s girls  

(St. Paul’s 3-04 St. Oliver’s N.S Navan 1-02) 
  
Following the tremendous win over Bohermeen, the girls had to wait 24 hours to 
discover the identity of their final opponents. News came through that it would 
be St. Oliver’s N.S from Navan who would provide the challenge in the showpiece 
event in Páirc Táilteann on Sunday November 20th. Preparations went well with 
any injury concerns clearing up, and the school was decked out in red and navy 
for the week with good luck signs everywhere to be seen! Thankfully the day was 
dry, but there was a strong breeze blowing straight down the pitch which St. 
Paul’s played against in the first half. St. Paul’s enjoyed lots of possession in the 
first half and took a thoroughly deserved lead with a goal from                         
Seóna Cunningham in the eighth minute, but St. Oliver’s responded almost     
immediately with a goal of their own.  Some excellent defending from Lauren 
Doran and Amelia Coyne prevented St. Oliver’s from getting ahead and when 
some excellent pressure from the St. Paul’s forwards forced the St. Oliver’s 
defence into a fumble at the back, the ball trickled over the line and into the 
net! St. Paul’s lead by two points at half time, a position they were delighted to 
be in given in the tricky wind. Just like in the semi-final, the girls pressed hard 
on the accelerator in the second half. When St. Paul’s managed to get their 
third goal five minutes into the half, it moved them five points ahead. It could 
have been a bigger lead but for some narrow misses in front of goal, but the 
St. Paul’s defenders also did their bit to keep St. Oliver’s at bay down at the 
other end. St. Paul’s eventually found some consistency in front of goal in the 

last 15 minutes, with Daisy Kehoe and Holly      
Nannery both finding the target with two points 
each in quick succession. St. Paul’s could enjoy the 
last few minutes, knowing victory was secured. St. 
Oliver’s scored the last point of the game from a free. The full 
time whistle blew and the St. Paul’s substitutes invaded the pitch from 
the sideline to celebrate with their teammates. The victory completed an 
incredible rise for St. Paul’s, who only last year won the Division 1 Shield. 
They also went through the last two seasons unbeaten and became the 
first ever team to win the Division 1 Shield and then win Division 1 in  
consecutive  years. The girls thoroughly deserved to win the trophy after 
their fantastic effort all year, everyone on the panel really       enjoyed 

coming to training and 
particularly enjoyed 
the games against        
Bohermeen and St.    
Oliver’s. Well done 
girls. You have made 
history and everyone in 
the school is so proud 
of you! 

Pictures courtesy of The Meath Chronicle 


