
 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s National School  

September 2020  Newsletter 

Dear Parents, We made it through September!  It has, as I suggested at the start of the year, been dif-
ferent but good!  Very busy with all the usual work, and catching up, going on as well as the introduction of 
more online activities and a focus on well-being. Overall there has been a very calm, happy and positive at-
mosphere in the school.  What more could we ask for?  Thank you for your co-operation.  There is only so 
much we can do in the school so it is important that we don’t let our guard down and remember to limit our 
contacts, maintain social distance, wear masks and wash hands.  We’ll get through this together.  Take care 

of yourselves and each other.    Morag McGowan 

Enrolment 2021 

If you have a sibling due to start 
next year and you have yet to let 
us know then please contact the 
office. 

Baby Joy 

Congratulations to Ms McMahon who 
had a baby boy in April and Ms O’Toole 
who had a baby boy in June.  

Au Revoir Ms Hession 

We were very sorry to loose Ms       
Hession, after 14 years in St. Paul’s, 
who has moved to a Principalship in her 
hometown of Galway. We will miss her 
and wish her the very best for the     
future. 

 

Attendance/Punctuality  

Our main priority, this year, is   
everyone’s health, wellbeing and 
keeping the school open! We thank 
you all for adhering to the HSE 
guidelines and keeping children 
home if they are unwell and    
checking in with your GP for advice 
when symptoms may appear Covid 
related.  With this in mind our usual 
end of term incentive for            
attendance has been put on hold for 
this year.  

The school is obliged, by law, to    
inform Tusla when a pupil is absent 
for a total of 20 school days in one 
school year. We would ask you to 
continue to keep us informed of all 
covid related absences. Please        
remember to add the reason for any 
absence on  Aladdin Connect. If    
absences are Covid related this will 
be indicated to Tusla. 

Junior Infants 

Welcome to all our Junior Infants 
who have all settled in vey well! 



 

Congratulations to our Pentel Art Winners 

Gold: Reuben Donnelly, Niamh Daniels, Cian Brown, Shane Hickey, Amelia Couch, Sophia Sherry and 
Ava Cunningham Silver: Emily Quyen Hurley, Ruby     Cunningham, Amelia Cooley, Sheena  Ocampo,   
Aoibheann Ginley, Sarah Ann Brady, Ellie O’Leary, Seán Ward, Holly Nannery, Martynas Rumsas, Lucy 

Reynolds, Ruairí Pelly, Mya Quinn, Adam Forde, Lily Flood and 
Killian Murphy, Bronze: Alison McLean, Erin Dempsey, Alexa 
Wong, Isabelle   Hetherington, Oscar Hennessy,   Daniel Connol-
ly, Claudia Byrne, Dylan Tighe, Katie Barker, John    Fitzgerald, 
Evan Tyrrell and Gracie Cronin. Pentel: Síofra McElroy, Hannah 
Weglowska, Amelia      Kierwan, Maya Moran, Clodagh Kinsella, 
Jason    Giurgila, Isabel Winston, Nadia O’Connor, Rebecca 
Comiskey, Oscar Twyford,  Matthew Meagher, Rose Dowling, 
Daisy Kehoe, Joseph Cooley, Elena Kinsella ad Grace Gallagher. 

Congratulations to all the boys and girls who made their Com-
munion on the 12th September. Here we see some of Ms 
McCabe’s Class outside the church. 

The very best of luck to the Ratoath 
GAA Senior Football and Hurling 
Teams who are representing Meath in 
the Senior County finals in Pairc  
Tailteann on Sunday 4th and 11th Oc-
tober respectively. The football final 
will be live on TG4 this Sunday at 
2pm and the hurling final will be 
shown on Meath GAA TV online. St. 
Paul’s is well represented on both 
teams with a lot of our former      
students on the squads.  

Homework 
 
This month we have used this opportunity to really look at our homework policy.  Obviously our 
focus, and high standards, remain the same so we had to examine different ways of achieving the 
same aims.  Our online programmes continue to provide individualised, self-directed learning with-
out the need to send books in and out.  Spellings for Me will go home in a copy but they can stay 
at home while the teachers work in school using the books.  We can’t use our libraries so for ex-
tension work Reading eggs also provides access to a library online with books recommended at the 
appropriate level.  The progress on all platforms is private so children can progress at their own 
rate.   
 
Be assured that we continue to work on gross and fine motor skills in school.  The children are 
still doing pre-writing and writing tasks to ensure that they maintain their skills but while they 
are only a short time online they are also developing important fine motor skills when using the 
keyboard and mouse.  In using the online platform Seesaw we will be assigning additional work.  
We are going to start with one piece of practical work while we all get familiar with the platform.  
In time we will assign other work but in a more meaningful way with a view to encouraging time 
management and a sense of responsibility e.g. they may be assigned a meaningful piece on a Mon-
day to be handed in on a Thursday, or they may be assigned a project with a completion date of 
two weeks’ time.   
 
Teachers are reporting that the time saved setting, explaining and correcting homework can now 
be actually spent teaching and supporting those who need it.  Parents are reporting more quality 
time at home and children who are less stressed and much happier about school.  So far, so good 
but as with everything we will tweak as required so we welcome feedback! 


